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DIASPORA  
an ascension in three movements



Set in the distant future Greg Egan’s 
Diaspora examines what it might 
be like to exist as humans in the 
software domain. What struck me 
most about the novel was the first 
chapter which outlines the birth 
of a digital consciousness. Written 
from the perspective of a computer 
programmer (the author is a coder) 
and intertwining broader ideas from 
mathematics, biology and genetics, 
the description of this ‘birth’ read as 
the most plausible version of a non-
body human future that I had ever 
encountered. From the ‘sea of zeros’ 
- or the digital womb - Egan adds 
layer upon layer of interaction and 
complexity until the consciousness can 
hear itself think. Once sentient, the new 
citizen of the software ‘polis’ gathers 
with other members of the community 
to observe the cleaving of an asteroid 
that is eventually going to collide with 
Earth. By shearing this asteroid the 
collision will be avoided. This new 
work imagines the conceptory (digital 
womb), the increasingly complex web 
of associations that develop there, the 
coming on line of the consciousness 
and the cleaving of the asteroid in 
sound and light. The piece, equal parts 
sound and vision, is an abstraction 
that moves sequentially through the 
chapter. It takes shape in 3 movements.

ROBIN FOX

More and more I find myself with the 
feeling that creating art - whatever the 
form - is an act of optimism. Perhaps 
even more so artworks born from 
collaboration; artists leaping together 
into the unknown with no guarantee of 
where they will ultimately arrive. From 
dialogue, listening, experimentation, 
limitations and negotiation something 
entirely new emerges (we hope). Robin 
has always said that he was drawn to 
Greg Egan’s Diaspora because of its 
utopian rather than dystopian vision 
of a possible future. Perhaps now 
more than ever we need optimistic 
speculations on what the future may 
bring. For my part, I hope that the 
experience of gathering together 
with other warm bodies in a dark 
space to witness acts of speculation 
and imagination will remain part of 
that future. But even more so, I hope 
that through dialogue, listening, 
experimentation and action a desirable 
future for the coming generations will 
be shaped. It has been such a great 
privilege to work with this stellar group 
of humans. Thanks to Robin and each 
of the collaborators for their wonderful 
creative contributions.
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A project like this takes many hands and many dedicated partners and 
supporters. I would like to thank everyone at Chamber Made for providing the 
space and resources for these ideas to grow and for believing in the work. I 
would like to thank each of the brilliant creative collaborators who bring so 
much to a project like this and are a source of endless inspiration. A huge 
thanks to our production manager, Leo Gester, whose ingenuity, acumen 
and dedication to this project went beyond. Thanks also to The SUBSTATION. 
Brad and the team are doing amazing work supporting local creation. Finally, 
thanks to everyone who provided bits of gear and assistance along the way, 
you are too numerous to list but you know who you are.
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